
Comments  Welcome ! 

This report has been prepared with the 
input from members of your community. 

Township Council has accepted this report 
and would like to hear what you think about 

the Vision for the Community of Foley. 

Please contact the Seguin 
Planning Department 

and let us know. We can be reached at:

Township of Seguin 
5 Humphrey Dr. RR#2, Parry Sound, ON P2A 2W8 

Office Hours 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mon. to Fri. 
Ph: 705-732-4300 Fax 705-732-6347 
Email Chris Madej, Director of Planning 

Email: cmadej@seguin.ca 
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Brook McIlroy Planning + Urban Design/Pace Architects (BMI/Pace) was retained 
by the Township of Seguin to undertake a Visioning Exercise and Design Study for 
Foley. ! e Study included four community working sessions to gather input: Kick-O"  
Meeting with Taskforce members (September 5th, 2008), Public Visioning Workshop 
#1 (November 1st, 2008), Public Meeting (November 28th, 2008) and Public Visioning 
Workshop #2 (February 6th, 2009). 

! e Visioning and Design Exercise is a guiding plan for the Township's future growth. 
! e importance of retaining Foley's existing context, scale, character and heritage was a 
key issue in the preparation of this document. 

! is document provides the guiding principles and recommendations for the Community 
of Foley and summarizes the Public Visioning Workshops. 

1.1  Context

! e geographic boundary of Foley is approximately 14 kilometres by 12 kilometres for a 
total of 42,390 acres. Lush forests, lakes and natural heritage features de® ne Foley. Lakes 
within Foley include: Otter Lake, Little Otter Lake, Rankin Lake, Horseshoe Lake, Deer 
Lake and Salmon Lake. A number of roads traverse the geographic settlement of Foley 
including: Rankin Lake Road, Oastler Park Drive, James Bay Junction, Rose Point, Blue 
Lake Road, Otter Lake Road and Highway 518. 

Foley is comprised of a number of distinct districts. Commercial and industrial uses are 
concentrated along Oastler Park Drive; Rose Point and Lake Avenue (o"  of Bradshaw 
Road) house the marinas; Rankin Lake Road boasts a concentration of community/
social uses including the Library, United Church, Agricultural Hall, Christian School 
and Fire Hall; and residential areas have developed along roads and around key bodies 
of water.

Photos 01 & 02: Lush forests, lakes and other natural 
heritage features de® ne Foley. 

1 . 0  I n t r o d u c t i o n

Figure 01: Foley is situated on the border of the Township of Seguin and the Town of Parry Sound.

*
* *

*

Parry Sound

Humphrey

Bracebridge

Huntsville

Georgian Bay

*Orrville

*Foley

*Rosseau



2

! 
e 

C
om

m
un

ity
 o

f F
ol

ey
: 

V
is

io
ni

ng
 &

 U
rb

an
 D

es
ig

n 
R

ep
or

t

1.2  Study Process

! e Village of Rosseau, Humphrey, Foley, Orrville (Christie) and half of Monteith were 
amalgamated in 1998 to form Seguin Township. Upon amalgamation each Township 
and Village continued to operate using their individual Zoning By-laws and O$  cial 
Plans. In order to ensure a consistent approach to planning across the Township, a new 
O$  cial Plan was adopted on January 9, 2006 and a new Zoning By-law 2006-125 
was passed on September 18, 2006 and approved by the Ontario Municipal Board on 
October 22, 2007. 

Visioning and Design Studies were completed for Humphrey and the Village of Rosseau 
in 2007 and 2008 respectively. ! e Township of Seguin has retained BMI/Pace to 
complete a Visioning Exercise and Design Study for Foley that will assist the Township in 
preparing a plan for the public realm and a vision for the private lands in the community. 
A Taskforce of volunteers was assembled to assist BMI/Pace by participating in a Kick-
O"  Meeting and two Public Visioning Workshops. In preparation for the ® rst Visioning 
Workshop, Taskforce members met with Township Sta"  and BMI/Pace to discuss Foley's 
key assets and aspirations for the future of their community.

1.3  Object ive

! e Visioning Exercise, speci® cally the guiding principles and recommendations outlined 
in Section 2.0, will assist in informing future design guidelines, bylaws and other policy 
documents to help achieve coordinated, appropriate growth in Foley. 

Figure 02: Oastler Park Drive and Rankin Lake Road are major roads within Foley.

Oastler Park Drive

Rankin Lake Road
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1.4  What We Have Heard

! e Guiding Principles in Section 2.0 and the corresponding recommendations in 
Section 5.0 were formed based on feedback and comments received from community 
members through the community consultation process.

1.4.1 Community Assets

! e Community identi® ed the following as special/necessary places in Foley:

· Foley Library · Marinas

· Foley Activity Centre · Georgian Bay

· United Church · Horseshoe Lake Community Hall

· Foley Agricultural Hall · Oastler Provincial Park

· Foley Fire Hall · Massasauga Park

· Christian School · Seguin Trail

· Foley Matheson Park · Rose Point Trail

· Transfer Station

1.4.2  Community Concerns and Issues

! e Community's top 4 concerns/issues are:

1. What is Foley? A Township or a Village?

· Residents have di" ering ideas regarding the de® nition of Foley. Some residents 
feel that Foley is a Village while others, due to its geographic area, feel it is too 
large to be considered a Village and should be referred to as a Community.

· !  e Visioning Exercise will be used to create a de® nition for Foley

2. Lack of maintenance on Township owned buildings/properties

· A number of Township owned buildings, parks and land have not been properly 
maintained and need attention. Residents noted the Fire Hall, the Library, 
Foley Matheson Park and various boat launches as primary locations in need of 
maintenance and improvement.

3. Connectivity Issues

· !  e Foley Settlement Area is not well connected (both physically and socially) 
due to its geographic arrangement. As a result, residents who live in one area of 
Foley are not aware of what is taking place in other areas of Foley.

· Walking is not a viable means of travel throughout the community because of 
a lack of trail quality, connectivity and safety concerns.

4. Expanding Community Uses

· A large indoor community gathering space is missing in Foley.

· A community centre with an indoor pool, sports facilities and common space 
is desired for the Foley.

Photo 07: Otter Lake Marina.

Photo 06: Foley Matheson Park.

Photos 05: Foley Agricultural Hall.

Photo 04: United Church.

Photo 03: Foley Library and Foley Activity Centre.
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1.5  Structure of  the Document

! e Community of Foley Visioning and Urban Design Report is structured as follows: 

Section 1: Introduction ± outlines the community context, discusses the process and 
objectives and brie ̄y summarizes what we have heard from community members during 
the consultation process.

Section 2: Guiding Principles ± outlines ® ve guiding principles for the Community 
of Foley.

Section 3: Analysis of Existing Conditions ± highlights a number of existing priority 
issues based on community input and provides recommendations.

Section 4: Foley: Opportunities Plan ± includes an illustrated opportunities plan for 
Rankin Lake Road including gateway locations and trail connections.

Section 5: Visioning & Urban Design Recommendations ± includes recommendations 
for the public and private realm as well as an implementation strategy.

Appendix A: Visioning Workshop ± summarizes the ® ndings of the Public Visioning 
Workshop #1 held on November 1st, 2008.

Appendix B: Visioning Workshop #2 ± includes a description of the Public Visioning 
Workshop #2 held on February 6th, 2009.
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! e geographic arrangement of Foley presents many challenges in developing a community 
with a strong identity. Development has happened in a somewhat fragmented manner 
over time, following roads, rail lines and bodies of water. ! e fragmented nature of 
Foley is a key challenge in the visioning process. However, the natural setting and rural 
environment is a draw and key asset for residents and tourists. ! e focus of the guiding 
principles is to ® nd a balance between the rural setting and the desire to improve the 
sense of community which can happen through signage, improved connectivity and 
community amenities. 

! e following guiding principles are a result of the workshop discussions and 
questionnaires. 

1.  Strengthen the sense of community by establishing Foley as a ªCommunity.º 
! e geographic settlement of Foley should be renamed the ªCommunity of Foleyº 
in order to strengthen the sense of community for Foley. A social centre along 
Rankin Lake Road extending from Industrial Drive to the Foley Library would 
contain the community's social activities and act as the centre of Foley. 

2.  Establish a Multi-Functional Community/Recreation Centre.
 A Multi-Functional Community/Recreation Centre along Rankin Lake Road, in 

ªFoley Centreº would anchor the social activities and provide a destination for 
residents and tourists. ! e Centre would also act as a draw for Foley's youth and 
children and would encourage people of all ages to stay within Foley for social 
activities instead of traveling to Parry Sound. ! e facility may include the following: 
library, ® re hall, and community meeting rooms with the potential for future 
expansion to include: indoor sports facilities, outdoor farmer's market, covered 
open air skating rink (that converts to a basketball court in the summer months), 
skateboard park and indoor swimming pool.  

3.  Enhance the sense of community through improvements to the public realm.  
Improvements to the public realm will help unify the community and create a sense 
of place. A consistent streetscape strategy including lighting, signage and seating 
along Rankin Lake Road would highlight the role of Rankin Lake Road as the social 
centre of Foley. Gateway signage at the exits from Highway 400 and along Oastler 
Park Drive will identify entry into Foley. Minor improvements to public beaches 
and boat launches (i.e. parking lot grading, brushing back vegetation from parking 
lots and launch areas) would promote active use of these facilities and enhance the 
image of Foley as a whole. 

4.  Ensure appropriate design and maintenance of the built form.
 Improve and maintain municipal buildings throughout Foley in order to promote 

a high-quality image of the community. New buildings should be in keeping with 
the area and utilize durable, high-quality, natural materials and simplistic building 
forms suitable for Northern Ontario.

5.  Explore opportunities to connect to Rose Point.
 A road connection to Rose Point would further enhance the sense of community 

and help to connect all areas of Foley. ! is could be achieved by opening up ªOld 
Parry Soundº Road. However, the boundary road is jointly owned by the Township 
of Seguin and the Town of Parry Sound. ! e bene® ts of opening up the road should 
be examined, and if deemed not feasible, other opportunities to link Rose Point to 
the rest of Foley should be explored through signage, community boards and street 
amenities.

2 . 0   G u i d i n g  P r i n c i p l e s

Photo 08: A Multi-Functional Community/Recreation 
Centre would anchor the social activities and provide a 
destination for residents and tourist. 

Photo 10: New buildings should be in keeping with the 
area and utilize durable, high-quality, natural materials 
and simplistic building forms suitable for Northern 
Ontario. (Bishop & Marshall Optometry O!  ce)

Photo 11: Rose Point.

Photo 09: Improvements to the public realm will help 
unify the community and create a sense of place. 
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3.1 Exist ing Condit ions and    
 Recommendat ions:  Publ ic Realm

3.1.1  Streetscape Elements

Existing: Community boards and signage in Foley are not 
consistent in their design or placement. Streetscape treatments  
including benches, public art and lighting are not present within 
Foley.

Recommendations: High quality, durable streetscape elements 
should be included in Foley, particularly along Rankin Lake Road 
within the social centre outside publicly accessible buildings. 
Signage should be provided at all entrances into Foley and at key 
civic buildings. Weather protected community boards should be 
of a consistent design, utilize natural materials and be located 
throughout Foley. Please refer to Section 5.1.1, 5.1.2 and 5.1.3.

3.1.2  Trails & Open Space

Existing: Some existing trails are in need of maintenance and 
upgrading. Foley Matheson Park has not been properly maintained 
and needs attention. Public boat launches have been neglected and 
require repairs and regular maintenance.

Recommendations: Existing trails should be improved and new 
trails should be included to improve connectivity across Foley 
and to surrounding communities. A pedestrian/bicycle trail along 
Rankin Lake Road should be considered to enhance safety for 
pedestrians and cyclists and promote alternative modes of travel. 
Improvements should be made to Foley Matheson Park to increase 
park usage and enhance pedestrian comfort and amenities. ! e 
appearance of public boat launches should be improved and 
maintained in order to improve the image of Foley as a whole. 
Please refer to Section 5.1.4.

3.1.3  Road Treatment

Existing: !  ere are a number of roads in the geographic boundary 
of Foley which serve di" erent purposes and provide access 
to public and private properties. A few public roads that carry 
large volumes of tra$  c are gravel and present safety concerns for 
residents, especially in winter months.

Recommendations: A road hierarchy should be established in 
Foley that addresses paving material and other maintenance issues 
(i.e. plowing). When funding becomes available, improvements 
should be made based on the roads position in the hierarchy. For 
example, Otter Lake Road carries high volumes of tra$  c but poses 
safety issues as the road is gravel. Consideration should be given to 
a Township Road Needs Study to determine which roads within 
the community should undergo improvements. Any studies 
should be incorporated with the Township 5 Year Roads Strategy 
currently in place.

3 . 0  A n a l y s i s  o f  E x i s t i n g  C o n d i t i o n s

Photo 12: Weather protected community boards, like the one at Otter Lake Marina, 
should be provided at key locations in Foley and be of a consistent design. 

Photo 13: Improvements to Foley Matheson Park will promote park usage and enhance 
pedestrian comfort.

Photo 14: Rankin Lake Road is recommended to contain the highest order of streetscape 
amenities in Foley.
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3.2 Exist ing Condit ions and    
 Recommendat ions: Bui l t  Form

3.2.1  Existing Built Form: Building Improvements

Existing: Two buildings of great importance in Foley require 
signi® cant improvements. ! e Foley Library/Activity Centre 
needs new windows, exterior upgrades and must be barrier free as 
required by the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 
2005 and the Fire Hall requires major structural improvements. 

Recommendation: It may not be feasible to renovate the Foley 
Library/Activity Centre or the Fire Hall given the amount of 
work that needs to be undertaken and the associated costs. 
! erefore, alternatives should be examined including relocating 
facilities to other existing buildings (temporary or permanently) 
or constructing a new Multi-Functional Community/Recreation 
Centre. 

3.2.2  Existing Built Form: Building Use

Existing: A number of buildings in Foley are currently under- 
utilized and there are duplication of uses including the Foley 
Library/Activity Centre (municipally owned) and the Foley 
Agricultural Hall (privately owned). 

Recommendation: ! e Foley Library/Activity Centre and the 
Foley Agricultural Centre both act as community centres for Foley. 
In the short term, the two uses should be consolidated into one 
location (given the improvements required for the Library/Activity 
Centre, the Agricultural Hall is the logical choice). However, the 
Foley Library currently receives funding from the government but 
will not be eligible if it is relocated into a privately owned building. 
! erefore, opportunities for the Township to take over the Foley 
Agricultural Hall should be explored as  current Township funding 
for the Foley Agricultural Hall is planned to expire in 2012. In 
the medium to long term, a new Multi-Functional Community/
Recreation Centre could be developed to house community 
facilities such as the library, ® re hall and community meeting 
rooms. Please refer to Section 5.1.7.

3.2.3  New Built Form: Scale, Massing & Character

Existing: Foley's existing built form generally consists of low-rise, 
village character buildings.

Recommendation: ! e scale and character of new buildings 
in Foley should be in keeping with the existing low-rise, village 
character built form and be of an appropriate design for Northern 
Ontario. Roof design in particular should be simple and 
constructed to accommodate local snow loads. Buildings in Foley 
should generally not exceed 2-3 storeys and should use durable, 
high-quality materials such as brick, stone and wood. Where 
larger buildings are proposed (i.e. the new Multi-Functional 
Community/Recreation Centre), they should be articulated and 
designed to ® t within the existing low-rise built form context. 
Please refer to Section 5.2.2.

Photo 15: " e Foley Library/Activity Centre requires major exterior and interior 
improvements. 

Photo 16: " e Foley Agricultural Hall and the Foley Library/Activity Centre should be 
consolidated into one facility.

Photo 17: " is commercial establishment along Oastler Park Drive respects the existing 
low-rise built form of the area and has a simple roof line.
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! e following section provides an overview of public and private 
realm design criteria derived from the guiding principles. ! ese 
guidelines should be further expanded on in Urban Design 
Guidelines.  

5.1  Publ ic Realm   
! e Public Realm is comprised of the elements of the urban 
environment accessible to the public and controlled by the 
Township including roads, open spaces, boat launches and 
waterfront.

5.1.1  Street Furniture
Street furniture including seating, lighting, public art, bicycle racks 
and recycling/waste receptacles should be included in key locations 
throughout Foley to visually unify the area. Street furniture should 
generally be focused along Rankin Lake Road. 

Street furniture will promote a sense of place and should 
be focused in the social centre along Rankin Lake Road, 
at key intersections and access points in Rose Point. 
A collection of street furniture should be selected for 
its durability, compatibility with the local climate, and 
availability for additional purchases in the future. 
Colours and materials of street furniture should be 
coordinated. Painted ® nishes should be avoided where 
possible, natural ® nishes will minimize maintenance 
requirements.
Street furniture should be provided outside publicly 
accessible buildings, at the cemetery, parks and open 
spaces, and at lookout locations along existing and 
proposed trails.
Recycling/waste receptacles should be located in 
conjunction with seating throughout the community 
and be ªwildlife  proof.º
Bicycle racks should be constructed of a high quality, 
durable material. Single locking ring and post design is 
recommended.
Pedestrian scaled lighting should be provided along 
Rankin Lake Road to enhance the public realm and 
encourage walking. 
Directional lighting should be utilized to reduce light 
pollution and conserve energy.
Light standards that incorporate banners and/or planters 
should be explored. Specialized banners can be hung on 
banner arms to advertise community events, historic 
information or recognize special Foley residents that 
have made an important impact on the community.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

i)

5 . 0  V i s i o n i n g  &  U r b a n  D e s i g n  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

Photo 19: Benches and other streetscape amenities should be provided outside of publicly 
accessible buildings.

Photo 18: Light standards that incorporate banners and planters will add to the social 
centre of Foley and could advertise up coming community events.
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5.1.2 Public Art 
! e inclusion of public art creates character and identity, 
contributing to history and experience of Foley. Foley is home to 
a number of artists which creates a unique opportunity to involve 
local artists in future improvements for the Foley area. Artists 
should be encouraged to develop public art pieces for permanent 
or temporary display at key locations. Art installations in public 
buildings is encouraged as a way to showcase local artists and 
improve the interior space of existing buildings.

Weather protected community boards should be of a 
consistent design and placed in key areas throughout 
Foley. Community boards may be part of a public 
art project or could be considered an element of the 
proposed signage strategy.
Public art designed by local artisans is encouraged along 
Rankin Lake Road and at key locations throughout 
Foley. Recommended locations include sites of cultural 
signi® cance and/or high-use areas.

a)

b)

Photo 22 : Signage elements for public parks could be 
designed as public art that incorporates natural materials 
and heritage or commemorative plaques.

Photo 21: Benches could incorporate public art in the form of a poem or historical 
description.

Photo 20: Weather protected community boards should be constructed of natural 
materials and be located at key destinations in Foley.

Photos 24: Public art contributes to the overall 
atmosphere of a community and is a way to involve 
local artists in community improvements.

Photo 23: Murals on the side of key buildings is another form 
of public art.
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5.1.3 Signage/Gateway Features
A signage strategy for Foley will help to visually unify the area 
and identify key public buildings. ! e signage strategy should 
include street signs, directional signage and signage for building 
identi® cation.

Way® nding and directional signage should be included 
in Foley and should highlight key facilities such as the 
Library, Fire Hall, Agricultural Hall, United Church and 
marinas.
Foley speci® c street signage will build on Foley's sense of 
place and help to visually unify the community.
Entry features/signage should be present at each gateway 
into Foley (i.e Oastler Park Drive, Rose Point, exit o"  of 
Highway 400) to identify arrival into the community. 
! ese features could be a sign or a change in the design of 
the street itself (i.e. landscaping, street trees, lighting).
Hand-crafted signs of wood and wrought iron are 
preferred over commercial, back-lit signs. Mobile signage 
should not be allowed on Rankin Lake Road or Oastler 
Park Drive. 

a)

b)

c)

d)

Photos 28 & 29: Hand-crafted wood and wrought iron signs are preferred for Foley.

Photo 25: Foley speci® c street signage will build on Foley's sense of place and help to 
visually unify the community.

Photos 26 & 27: Shop front signs should be well-integrated with the building architecture.
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5.1.4 Natural Heritage & Trails
! e natural heritage and existing trail networks in Foley are a 
key asset to the community. Improvements and additions to the 
existing trail system will increase connectivity throughout the area 
and promote alternative modes of travel including walking, cycling 
and boating. A Trails Master Plan for Foley and neighbouring areas 
should be completed to address improvements and connectivity 
issues. ! e Master Plan should also speak to year-round trail use 
and present an on-going maintenance plan.

Protect the existing natural heritage features of the area 
through setbacks, zoning and design guidelines.
Ensure that additional open space, trails and buildings 
integrate with and preserve the natural heritage setting.
New trails should be constructed of crushed gravel to 
facilitate stormwater run-o"  and to be in keeping with 
Foley's natural heritage. 
Incorporate lighting and signage along existing trails. 
Lighting on trails should be determined on a case-by-
case basis, particularly where lighting may disturb natural 
habitats, have high maintenance costs or where lighting 
trails at night may be unsafe.
An extension of the trail from Badger Road to Horseshoe 
Road should be explored to enhance trail connectivity.
Trail connections from Rankin Lake Road south to new 
water access points are encouraged to further enhance 
connectivity and provide boat access to community 
amenities along Rankin Lake Road. 
Trails should be designed to accommodate year-round 
activities including walking, cycling, snowmobiling and 
cross-country skiing. 
A pedestrian/bicycle trail along the key roads (i.e. Rankin 
Lake Road) should be explored to promote safety and 
encourage alternative modes of travel.
Trails that align stream corridors, woodlots or other 
sensitive natural areas should employ separation distances 
from such features. Such separation distances should be 
determined on an individual basis.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

i)

Photos 30 & 31: Signage along trails should be provided to assist in way® nding.

Photo 33: New trails should be constructed of crushed gravel to facilitate stormwater run-o#  and be in keeping with the natural setting of the area.

Photo 32: Additions to the trail system will increase connectivity throughout the area.
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5.1.5 Cemetery Interface
! e cemetery along Rankin Lake Road provides a unique sense of 
heritage and local connection as it provides a passive extension of 
the public open space system. Ensuring that cemeteries are open 
and accessible to the local community will help them to be safe 
and limit vandalism.

! e cemetery should be encouraged to be used for 
passive activities including strolling, jogging and cycling 
along major trails. Ball playing and active sports should 
not be permitted.
! e cemetery could be developed for public, cultural and 
educational opportunities including arboretums, public 
art and nature study.
Cemetery edges should generally be enclosed with 
ªtransparentº fencing to permit views into the cemetery 
from the public street.

5.1.6 Sustainability
A focus on sustainable development in Foley will protect the 
surrounding natural environment and draw tourists and residents 
to the community.

Sustainable technologies should be integrated in to 
new development. Green/porous pavers could be used 
in parking areas and swales and naturalized landscaped 
areas should be integrated into park and open space 
design to treat stormwater at its source.
Solar powered lights should be explored as an alternative 
to traditional light ® xtures. 
Geothermal heating should be considered for new 
development.
New buildings and development should be encouraged 
to be LEED certi® ed.

a)

b)

c)

a)

b)

c)

d)

Photos 35 & 36: Permeable pavers and naturalized swales treat stormwater management 
at the source.

Photo 34: " e cemetery should continue to be used for passive recreational activities.
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5.1.7 Community Uses
Improved community uses along Rankin Lake Road will establish 
that area as the social centre and create a destination for residents 
and tourists of all ages.   

! e Foley Library/Activity Centre and the Foley 
Agricultural Centre both act as community centres 
for Foley. In the short term, the two uses should be 
consolidated in one location. In the medium to long 
term, a new Multi-Functional Community/Recreation 
Centre could be designed to house the library, ® re hall 
and community meeting rooms. 
Outdoor facilities should be included in future expansion 
plans for the Multi-Functional Community/Recreation 
Centre including: an outdoor farmer's market, covered 
open air skating rink (that converts to a basketball court 
in the summer months) and skateboard park. 
Improvements should be made to existing facilities at 
Foley Matheson Park to improve safety and usage. 
Social programs should be developed to engage all ages 
of Foley residents. 
Activities that draw youth to Rankin Lake Road 
should be explored. ! e creation of a Multi-Functional 
Community/Recreation Centre would help generate 
activities for youth and encourage them to spend more 
time in Foley. 
! e Mennonite Community is an important aspect of 
the Foley community. Opportunities to include this 
Community in activities throughout Foley should be 
continued through mail-outs and posters. 
Community events should be well advertised to attract 
residents from all areas of Foley. A community bulletin 
for up coming events should be posted on all community 
boards and could be included on the Township's 
website.
! e horseshoe pits adjacent to the Foley Activity 
Centre should be maintained and included in the 
future expansion of the Multi-Functional Community/
Recreation Centre.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

Photos 37, 38, 39, 40 & 41: A Multi-Functional Community/Recreation Centre would provide social and recreational activities for people of all ages.
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5.2 Private Realm: Bui l t  Form Elements  
  
! e Private Realm refers to private property and its quality is 
shaped by each property owner within the requirements of the 
Townships development policy framework. Elements that directly 
a" ect the Public Realm are most relevant.

5.2.1 Architectural Character
! e architectural character of buildings will contribute to the 
overall image of the community. 

Develop design guidelines for new development to 
ensure high-quality built form that is in keeping with the 
character of the area. Precedent building examples from 
the area include: Al Boucher Real Estate O$  ce, Bishop 
& Marshall Optometry O$  ce and Eve's Veterinarian 
Clinic.
Residential homeowners and retailers should be 
encouraged to upgrade buildings and visible yards to 
contribute to a high-quality community atmosphere.
New development in Foley should utilize sustainable 
technologies including green paving, on-site stormwater 
management and sustainable building materials.
All publicly accessible building should be barrier free. 
At-grade entry that limits the need for steps and ramps 
should be maintained or established for existing and 
proposed buildings.
Canopies, awnings and recessed entrance ways are 
encouraged. Recessed entrance ways provide additional 
opportunities for glazed shop front displays and weather 
protection.
Material and architectural details should re ̄ect the 
existing community. Appropriate materials include: 
brick, stone and wood siding. 
In general, stucco (unless as accent), metal panelling, 
architectural concrete block and mirrored glass should 
be avoided.
Roof forms and heights should be generally consistent 
and provide reasonable transitions of height and form 
with existing roo ̄ines.
Pitch roo ̄ines are preferred for new buildings, however 
where  ̄at or sloped roo ̄ines demonstrate reasonable 
architectural quality and meet the requirements of the 
Ontario Building Code (i.e. snow loads) these should 
be permitted.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

i)

Red brick Flagstone Stone

Barn boardWood siding Stone and brick

Photos 42 & 43: Bishop & Marshall Optometry O!  ce and Al Boucher Real Estate 
O!  ce are precedent buildings for Foley.

Photos 44 to 49: Sample palette of high-quality materials.
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5.2.2  New Construction, Additions and Renovations

New buildings should re ̄ect and maintain the generally 
low-rise building fabric that exists.
New building design should be contextual, resembling 
and complementing the existing built form. 
Building heights should not exceed 2-3 storeys. Detailed 
recommendations regarding building height and where 
exceptions for taller structures may apply should be 
established through Urban Design Guidelines and 
Zoning requirements. 
Architectural control or incentives should be put in place 
to ensure commercial buildings are consistent with the 
existing context of the community.
Additions to existing building should have compatible 
building heights and massing. 
Special consideration should be given to match existing 
and adjacent roof forms, windows and  ̄oor levels. 
Building projections including signage, awnings and 
canopies are encouraged as transitional building elements 
that provide weather protection, dwelling access and 
active amenity spaces. 
New buildings should be encouraged to be LEED 
certi® ed.
! e Township should consider land banking for senior's 
housing within Foley.

5.2.3  Brown® eld Redevelopment
! e Rockwell Plant site and the site on the north-west corner of 
Rankin Lake Road and Industrial Drive have both been identi® ed 
on the Opportunities Plan in Section 4.0 as brown® eld sites. 

Brown® eld sites refer to contaminated lands which were previously 
used for industrial or commercial activities. In most cases, the land 
needs to be cleaned up before redevelopment can take place. ! e 
clean-up of brown® eld sites is quite costly. Initiatives such as ! e 
Brown® elds Financial Tax Incentive Program (BFTIP) are o" ered 
by the government of Ontario to encourage the clean-up and 
redevelopment of brown® eld properties. ! e BFTIP, and other 
incentive programs, should be explored to alleviate costs associated 
with the clean-up of these sites.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

i)

Photos 50 & 51: New building should use high-quality building materials and have 
simple roof forms.
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5.3 Implementat ion 

5.3.1  A Guide
! is document will be made available to councillors, residents, 
property owners, developers and builders to assist Township Sta"  in 
explaining desirable outcomes for the Community of Foley. Over 
time, the Township will amend the document based on experience, 
trends and feedback from stakeholders. ! e recommendations set 
out in this document will be done in accordance with the ability 
of the Township to ® nance them and in accordance with the 
approved operating and capital budgets. ! is document provides 
an important basis for the Township's policy framework including 
the O$  cial Plan, Zoning By-laws and Urban Design Guidelines.

5.3.2  A Vision for Foley
! e residents of Foley have expressed a strong desire to strengthen 
connections both physically and visually across the settlement area 
and to enhance the sense of community and generate excitement 
for community events and improvements. ! e top 2 priorities that 
arose out of the Visioning and Design Exercise for community 
members are: 

1.  Establish a Multi-Functional Community/Recreation 
Centre

2.  Improve trail safety and connectivity

Several recommendations and guidelines in the document require 
action by the Township to a" ect the desired outcome. ! e 
following list, broken down by Short-Term, Medium-Term and 
Long-Term, is intended to provide the Township with options to 
shape the development process and to maintain and enhance the 
special character of the Community in the years to come.

5.3.3  Short-term Initiatives
Begin to use the document in site plan reviews and 
subdivision agreements until Zoning and Urban Design 
Guideline documents are in place.
Review and amend the Townships Zoning By-law to 
re ̄ect and be consistent with the recommendations of 
this report and the Urban Design Guidelines.
Explore linkages between this document and the 
municipal and regional policy frameworks. Namely, 
begin to review municipal standards and zoning bylaws 
for compatibility.
Begin to identify potential sources of funding 
and ® nancing tools to implement public realm 
recommendations including community fund-raising 
activities.
Advertise the vision for the Rankin Lake Road and 
Foley to generate excitement and interest. ! is could be 
accomplished through a poster or an easily distributed 
pamphlet.
Develop the Trails Master Plan and a Master Plan for the 
Social Centre. 
Develop a comprehensive streetscape plan for the social 
centre along Rankin Lake Road that includes design 
details for trails and streetscape amenities. 
Develop a comprehensive signage strategy for Foley 
including street signs, buildings signage and community 
boards.
Install gateway signage.
Establish a road hierarchy.

5.3.4  Medium-term Initiatives
Review need for use of this document if Urban Design 
Guidelines and amended Zoning is in place.
Implement improvements along Rankin Lake Road.
Adopt the signage strategy for Foley that is consistent 
with the entire municipality.
Review applications of document to new developments 
that have been built.
Implement the Trails Master Plan (connect trails to Parry 
Sound and investigate trail ownership).

5.3.5  Long-term Initiatives
Review the requirement for transportation and other 
infrastructure improvements.
Consider on-going public realm maintenance needs.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

i)
j)

a)

b)
c)

d)

e)

a)

b)
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P u b l i c  V i s i o n i n g  Wo r k s h o p  # 1

Fourteen people participated in the Visioning Workshop which was comprised of 4 
components: a questionnaire, a post-it note exercise, a PowerPoint presentation and 
group discussions. 

Post- It  Note Exercise

Participants were given a post-it note prior to the PowerPoint presentation and asked to 
provide their top 3 issues and/or concerns regarding the future of Foley. ! e responses were 
summarized and presented back to the group following the PowerPoint presentation. 

! e top 6 responses were:

1. Preserve the natural environment;

2. Create a sense of community;

3. Age in place / a" ordable housing;

4. Interact within the community;

5. Improve the existing trail; and,

6. Improve the beach and boat launch.

PowerPoint  Presentat ion

Stacie Teasdale of BMI/Pace gave the PowerPoint presentation which highlighted the 
unique characteristics of Foley, key destinations and some key opportunities. ! e 3 key 
opportunities presented were:

1. De® ne Foley as a Township with distinct districts and focus on developing Rankin 
Lake Road as the social centre of Foley.

2. Renew Foley's sense of place through a streetscaping strategy complete with 
signage, community boards and walkways.

3. Protect the existing natural heritage features of the area through setbacks, zoning 
and design guidelines.

Quest ionnaire & Group Discussions 

Questionnaire

! e questionnaire, distributed in advance of the workshop, posed 3 questions that 
formed the basis of the discussion: What is great? What is not? What would you like to 
see? 

Group Discussion

Following the PowerPoint presentation, participants were split in to 2 groups. Each 
group was asked to discuss the questionnaire topics, take notes and present a summary 
of their discussion back to the group. 

A P P E N D I X  A



Post- It  Note Responses

 
1. Library 
2. Community/recreation centre 
3. Roads 
 
1.  Community! 
2. More use made of the amenities we 

already have 
3. Fire hall "  library etc. complex 
 
1. Preserve natural environment and 

 cottage country feel! 
2. Develop community centre 
3. Standardize/regulate 

industrial/commercial development 
locations 

 
1. Road at north end connecting to 

hospital 
2. Stronger municipal support for Foley Agi 

Society 
3. Commercial development along old Hwy 

69 
 
1. Make Ferris Rd hill up to township 

standards 
2. New fire hall for Foley 
3. Foley community centre 
 
1. Sense of community 
2. Recreation facilities 
 
1. Affordable housing 
2. New library building 
3. Seguin Township to look at Foley on an 

equal footing as Rosseau, Christie, and 
Humphrey 

 
1. An accessible community centre with 

full service library to increase and 
promote community awareness and 
sense of community 

2. Fire hall "  new and improved 
3. Buildings in keeping with the area#s 

uniqueness 
 
1. Stronger social interaction as a 

community ! dinners, special 
presentations, etc. 

 
2. An increase in biking/hiking/multiuse 

trails 
3. Supportive infrastructure for seniors in 

the community ! e.g. driving seniors to 
appointments, visitations, etc.) 

 
1. Senior accommodation ! i.e. retirement 

homes 
2. High speed internet service 
3. Policing of unsightly properties ! 

assistance for cleanup if necessary 
 
1. New Fire hall Foley Dist. 
2. More community orientation in north 

half of Foley 
3. New outdoor rink for north half for 

family activities 
 
1. Viable, single community focus 
2. Existing trail system linked to above and 

town P.S. 
3. Clear sense of being Foley "  whatever 

that may be 
 
1. Develop affordable housing so kids will 

stay and work in community 
2. Use agr. building for more services "  

allows better quality life for seniors and 
kids (i.e. walking groups, play groups) 

3. Balance rural, farming, and residential 
 
1. Sports centre 
2. Open road at border of P.S. 
3. Improve transfer station to include 

white goods, etc. 
 
1. Better library (larger and accessible) 
2. Updates to Foley Ag. hall as the 

community centre. More assistance 
from township with programs for teens 

3. Allow large items at dump year!round "  
not have to drive to Orrville  

 
 



Quest ionnaire Handout











Quest ionnaire Responses
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Group Discussion Summary

- Foley struggling economically; community 
- Sense of community lacking 
- Was a leading township (e.g. roads, fire dept.) 
- Development to keep our sense of community 
- Promote more employment that doesn#t upset  cottagers!? Businesses don#t survive 

because of 
- Don#t have seasonal participation during the winter (sports centre) 
- Improve communication by transportation 

o Open the old P.S. Rd into Parry Sound. We could better serve Rose point. 
- Lacking affordable housing 
- Mainly service industry here; if they hire 2 or 3 people "  likely they will be students; 

therefore, we need housing. 
- Rankin lake Rd "   Foley Centre! seems to be the hub 
- Capitalize on facilities we already have 
- They can work here but can#t afford to live here 
- Bridge has segregated out township 
- No community involvement. Some of our buildings here are not used to their full capacity 
- Our children#s programs have dwindled 
- Even before amalgamation Foley was a  fractured!  township 
- Social programs for teens, seniors, etc 
- Signage "  directional 
- Other townships have full time custodians to keep their building open 
- Community lacking due to other communities receiving; Foley not 
- Foley does not seem to have township support 

 

Group 01:



Group 02:



A P P E N D I X  B

P u b l i c  V i s i o n i n g  Wo r k s h o p  # 2

Workshop #2 was attended by 11 people and focused on the Draft Report and the design 
of the social centre along Rankin Lake Road and improvements for Foley Matheson 
Park. 

PowerPoint  Presentat ion

! e Draft Report was presented by Stacie Teasdale of BMI/Pace to initiate discussion 
regarding the Report and gather feedback from residents. ! e discussion focused on 
identifying priorities for the vision which were identi® ed as 1) create a Multi-Function 
Community Centre with the ® re hall, library and community meeting rooms and 2) 
trail improvements.  

Group Discussion

Following the PowerPoint presentation, participants gathered around a plan of Rankin 
Lake Road to review the plan that came out of Workshop #1. Please refer to Section 4.0 
Foley: Opportunities Plan for the ® nal vision for Rankin Lake Road.


